GREAT BRITAIN 18 86-1935
It must be added that the Protectionist policies of the European
nations had profound consequences in world politics. In proportion
as they closed their home markets to one another, a sharper edge was
given to their competition in neutral markets, especially in distant
and undeveloped countries. Their quarrels over " the open door,"
their struggles in the Far East and in Morocco, their efforts to find
places in the sun, to secure and monopolize new trade routes or com-
mercial spheres of interest were all accentuated by the policy which
prevented them from co-operating for the development of Europe,
and more and more compelled them to seek markets for their surplus
products elsewhere. The trader now had his eyes on the ends of the
earth, and having persuaded himself that " trade follows the flag,"
he demanded the backing of his Governments through spirited foreign
policies and strong navies. The principal German argument for a
big fleet was that trade could not safely be pursued without it.
Economics and politics have always been closely allied, as they must
be so long as wealth-getting is the greatest of human activities, but
under the new conditions economics tended more and more to
encroach on politics. In the last half of the nineteenth century the
shrinkage of the world gave an increasing sense of urgency to the
quest of new spheres to exploit, and this was felt specially by nations
which, like Germany, had come late on the scene, and considered it
imperative to be up and doing before all the " places in the Sun "
were occupied.
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The period was one of the greatest importance in the history of
organized Labour, and to it may be traced many of the developments
of recent times.
In the early years we find British Trade Unions confined to skilled
labour, seldom or never going beyond the limits of a particular trade,
devoting themselves to making the best bargain within that trade for
their own members, and, so far as they touched politics, content to
leave their interests to the Liberal party and a few of their members
elected to Parliament as Liberals. As the period goes forward, we
see the separate Trade Unions enlarging their boundaries, joining
hands with one another in Confederations, and through the Trade
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